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Sir: 


PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 
In the Claims 

Add new claims 23 through 44 as follows: 


23. (New) A sample cell for an absorption spectroscopy apparatus comprising: 

at least one side wall having, 

a reflective surface facing inwardly with respect to an axis of the 
sample cell such that a beam of energy directed against a predetermined location on the reflective 
surface is reflected back and forth off the reflective surface and inside the sample cell, and 

at least one port; and 

end walls closing opposing ends of the side and having substantially flat 
reflective surfaces facing inwardly with respect to the cell and extending substantially normal 
with respect to the axis such that a beam of energy reflected back and forth off the reflective 
surface of the side wall and inside the sample cell remains in substantially the same plane while 
inside the cell. 


